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OPERA BEGINS AND ALVAREZ SCORES A TRIUM
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“Romeo and Juliel” Given at the Metropoliian, with Eames as the Heroin
but Without Jean De ReszRe as the Hero, and the Success

HE szeason of grand opera opencd
at the Metropolitan Opera House

7

Never has Mr. Grauw's enterprise altract-
ed a larger or a finer audience. All of
the bowes were ocoupied, most of them by
representatives of the best sactety, whose
namee figure on the Mek of aubseribers,
The New York debut of Alvarez was
the great fealure of the oconsion, sociely
and musio lovers being curious 1o sen
ichether he would acceptably fill the void
upposed do have been created by the de-
ction of Jean de Reszhe,
e answer seemed to be in the affirm-
o, for Alvarer was. repealedly re-
Aed,

SRITICAL REVIEW
OF PEREORMANCE.

By Giacomo Minkowsky.
ALVARRZ owes no apology for his
X Romeo of lest night. Bven those
whose ‘grief is deepest over the ab-
nee of Jean de Reszke will agree to that.
ut in justice to the great tenor, who must
W prove his. quallty here as sorely as
wngh he had oot slready done &0 In Parls
1l London, wa should act tipon the advice
globe trotters In the foyer of the Metpo-

litan after the balcony seene:
“Just walt till you have seen him
armen!” "

in
As wag to have been expected,
oik debul of Alvares Leemed do be re-
arded by the magolficent audience 43 an

Fent quite as tmportant as the lunngure- |

‘on of the grand opera season itself. The
tier eonld not have been more snt's-
aotory to Mr. Gran and to the subscribers.
he great aunditorivm, including the fler
ixes, was packed. I do not think 1 have
2en @ finer audlence—miors beautiful and
sarmingly gowned women, or men and
omen more attentive and respectful to
w artisis—anywhere in the world,

1t seemed to me, too, that It was an
idience of music lovers—not of persons
sembled to partielpate in a soclal occa-
om, such ns the opening of the opera sea-
n necessarlly Is. This was favoruble fo
.vares. The frivolous, the curlous, per-
ips the prejudlced, who might have come
ith the single iden of pliting Alvarex
ainst De Heszke, In the hope that he
ght fail, did not zeem to be presetil.

De Reszke Was Not Forgotten.

et there was a strong De Reszke follow-

. It showed Itself in a slgnificant man-

¢ when the cnrtaln rose on the (hird act,

realing the broad back of Edouard us
org Laorent at his priedien. Whar was
= meaning of that burdt of appluuse, so

t of keeplng with the scene that It was

nost 4 shock? Was it for Bdouard? Op

12 it for the name of De Reszhke, with s

rmories of pust seassns?

But glresdy Alvarez had won erlea of

Hraval” and recalls after the exquisite

tleony goene, even the mewovy of wileh
giuses the heart to best faster. Here the
fenor Yad ‘botn poetry aod passion. His
voloe was all ¢hat conld Be asked of o
ceenar. Bames, so much richlier and warmep
In her sentiment than when I heard her
Inst, seemed (o give Romeo the Inspleation
due from the Jullet of Shakespeare,

In the opers, when Jullet retires from
the baloony, Romeo ende the act in an
apostrophe, which showed the echlef de-
fact In Alvarez’s vocal method. It is sung
to the middie voice:

Soll Be thy reposs, il moming!

Do Lhine eres siumber duell, and swest veace

Io thy bosom: wonld 1 werd sloop, and peses

S sweel. ¢ vest !

The temor here was off the ker topenped-

Inst night wunder auspices more |
favorable than for maeny Scasons post.
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THE OPERA ITSELF, THE ARTISTS, AND THE AUDIENCE IN THE METROPOLITAN.

of the, Opening Night Is Complete.

was his only offence of this
hiy only offence of gny kind.

An Effect of Nervousness,

It was hecanse he was slightly nervous.
and becanse in his lower reglster, Info
which he does yot progress smoothly, he
gave the wolume to be expedted of a barl-
tome, It wag plalu that If Wiz tone hid
been slightly thinoer his plteh wonld have
been true.

It was the B fint of Alvarez that

kind—almont

waon

of it for half a dozen tenors. He might
his dresms and awoakeood with it as good
as ever. T'rom that B fat down o the
abrupt entrance to his middle volee It was
such a tenor a8 New York has not heawd
befote.

Later. in the duel scene, there Wng & hei-
ter opportunity fop Alvarvez. Where the
drama was strong, 40 was he. The end of
the opens Tound lim ntrenclied more Armly
in Ahe estimation of hls andience than
seemed poesible, considering that Alvares
Is. a dramatle tenor, and “ltomeo and Ju-
let* a purely lyrical opera,

Eames ghared in the honors, as she well
deserved to do. M, lly, the new baritone,
who sang Mercutio, had litle spportunity
to show his quality. Mile. Olitzka was
apirited and in exeellent voice ns Btephanog,
The Gertrude of Mile. Bavermeister won
{the applange of an established Tavorite:
|'J'l||s was trie of Plancon, the Capulet, M.
Jacquez Bars was o suffielently fery Ty-
ihalt.  Mancluelll conducted, and the ‘or-
clhestrd was true to the church-Hke offocts
of Gounad,

As to the Opera Itseif.
The composer, however great he may be,

the New |bog been forced to admit that ‘.S‘Ilakpspeumi}“ﬁ,‘ Wetinope looked very pratte In. shell

s too stvong for him. The true lovers of
that, master of the drama of a1l times ap.
peeciate that the wotds bie plices In the
mounths of his charaeters ure #ll sulficlent.
They express withoul other ald every pas-
sion,- etand as perfect symbols for every
IMea, Allustrate every motive. The actor

aach the proper emphasiz and 10 aecom-
pany them with the wotion which they in-
dieate. Let him be the greatest tenor or
the grestesl buritonme the world his ever
heatd, to edvelope these words it meloldy
adds nothing to thelr force: gonerally It
nmst only obsente thelr meaning,

Yerdi has this to confess, as well as the
gpirit of Gounod. That “Romeo and
Jullet™ paturally falls into the domain of
Iyrical opern, enabling Gounod fo avold
the obstacles which Verdl had to strmonnt
in hizg operatic treatment of COtliello,"
“Falstaff” and “Macbheth," did not serve
tp lighten the tpdk of the composer of
“Haust.'t That I= puartly bechuse of the
pecillar limitatlons of Gounod. Hig genins
wias essentially ecclesingtical. Altar cloths,
nriestly  vestments, the swinging of the
censer, surpliced cholr boys, the oifdor of
incense gre everywhere in Gounod's musle,
They nenrly robbed him of a production
of “Faust,”” .2 (v

“This Is not & churel, my dear fellow,”
suld Carvalbo, of the grand opers,

It Is Gouneod in Disguise.

In “Romeo and Jullet” Gounod disguised
bimsedt to such an extent thab moany find
him unrecognizaide. Possibly, for that vea.
sou, and because of the lghter wusk for
the tenor, “*Romeo and Jullet” the otiern
miay outllye the operas, “Falstafl,” “Othel-
1o,"" ‘and ""Macbheth,” of Vendl, ami ““Ham-
let,” of Ambrose Thomas, Only Tampg-
no, with his abllity to preduce the open
I gharp, so Tatal fo most tenors, saved
“Oithello.” Oxilia, the Brazilian tenor, who
followed Tamngno o the part, did so at
the sacrifice of his volee,

A parnllel familiar to New Yorkers wns
the experience of Melba in the part of
Brunhilde. Mere Wagner dempunds of the
soprano what Shakespeare dempnds o [ha

The Jourpal printed last weel 10,817 om-
ployment “Want'" Advis.. whicly is 3,3.11

him his first applause. There was enough |

have gone to sleep on i, carried It on in;

who utters them need only to place tipon |

tenor wha ubnderinkes (o Tnterpret  him,
Melba, whose voeal powers ave purely lyvl-
|enl, wisely spared herself and  peslgnid

| Branhlide to Nordlea,

With Tamagnos nnd Novdlons so seares, |

and Wagner sfill In the Dhevday of his
vOogue, the: argnment seems o bo sapninst
the survival of Shakespears in an operatle
(ress,

SOCIETY’S PLUMAGE
HIGHLY BRILLIANT.

Gowns of the Women in “the
Double Horse Shoe™” Like a
Glimpse of Paris.

G women fliled the double hovge shoe |
of boxes In the Metropolitan Opera ]

House last evening at the oponing of the |
OpeTa SCEaAs0m.
was more (han thig, 1t woas the opening
of <he soclal season, of wilih the Horse
Show was the prelude,
Mrs, Astor netived Inte,

ORGEOUSLY gowned and jewelled |

looking remavk-

of . wine, amd wenring some of ber famous
Jewels, her diamond stavs onoa hlack velver
band nround her (hront, necklaces of diu-
mondzs and dlimonds bh Doe hale, WKL Her
wns Mre Joho Jueoli Astor, who wore o
gown of slver gray satin, spangied amd '
embroldersd with silver find set off be diu-
monids,  Sbe wore & tiarre of thew and a
colint Juade of enormons solitalres. |

Mrs.  Geovge Peabolly  Wetmore
gowned In black velvet trivomed with ox
quislte ee, and wore dinmond aroament s,

wWiLs
{

pink satin grepe with white roses o her
i, Bhe wore & superb pearl necklace.
Mrs, Georgh I, Baker wore whity sathi;
v broffered with silven

My, Heoey Olews hnd Mizs Eisie Ulpws
with Ther, Mrs, Olews wore a gown of
crenm lace, with shoulder bands of i
quolge veélved dnd a8 dlwmond coronet. Hep
dnyghter was in plnk crepe, set off with
knots of black velver, and wore a wreath
of }l!nk prses fn her hair.
Mr=, Fraok dg
velvet, wilh trimmings of silver,
Mra, COgden MillE and Mrs. Whitelaw
Reld 'were In D, O, Mils's box, Mre, Ml
wire the palest of shell-pink velver and
lace and a tlarva of dlamonds,  Mres, Beld
was In turquolze yelver and lnve and woke
dinmond ormaments, . |

Wife of Former Vice-President.
Mrs. Lewl P, Morton wag gowned in Ivory
satln, trimmed with polnt lace, and dia-
mond ornaments.  ‘Two of her daughters
were with her, one In Dlack velvets with

waore ‘white

stiver spangles, and the other in white
monsseiiae de asple over pink.

Mrs, Stanford White's zown wasz ur!
cream satine A bunch of whire roses wag]
arvanged on her vight sboulder, and she|
wore o sllver gunme headideess,

Mrs. A. Lanfear Nortle wore s grecn

mauve satin, with blatk bows. and Migs
Barbey was in white, with plnk roses un
her corsage.

Mrs, Alexaniar T, Van Nest wore 4 gown |
of geream  satin, velled with  lace ” wnd
trimmed with sable, and a bunch of white
Teathers in her hair, Mise Van Nest's dreas
of white erepe was almost completely cov-
dred with solld silver spangles, like o cobt
of mail.

Mpa, Wlllam Jay wore 8 gawn of black
velver and diamond ornnents.  With her
wins Mprs. Charles May Oelrichs, who was
dressed in whlte satin, trlmmed wilh \\'hlte-‘
gauze and pink relvet hows.

Mrs, James Spever wore pils blue velvet,

trimmed with pink toses ond dWmond or-
Ay ments.
Mrs. R, T. Wilson's codtumie, of silver
gruy satin, wis set off by lece and dly.
monds,  With Jier were Mra. M, Orme Wil-
son uwnd Mrs. Edmund L. Baglles, Alrs,
Orme Wllson wore rose =satin,
with peint lace, which made a charining
background for some dinmond omaments,
Mre, Baylles was dressed In turquolse vel-
vet, trimmed with knots of black, She
wore aigretteg In her halr,

Gostumes of the Gefrys,
Mrs, Elbridge T, Gerry's gown of s:as
sitln was trimmed with Irldescent. jofs,
Miss Mabel Gerry wore pink #sfin crepe
and g bl buneh of violets on her bodles,

trimmod

I¥, mingiog fiat in bis amiddle register, It

more than auy other newspaper.

Thie hiokors of d in and indigestion dbap.
poar N%mnlmm'i o Em‘.i:aqﬂ:lm m".:‘kgl. X'

To the fashionable world it |+

ahly well in velver of the shnde of dress |

' Miss Angelica Gerry was in Hght Bloe
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Giacomo Minkowsky. |
This dispinguished mustelan  reviews
e opening perfirmainee of fhe operatic
season' for the Joarsal, ‘

and gange

Mrse Hevmann Oplelcls word finle
sietin. Her bodlee was deaped wirh
i wapls, aml she ware o dimmend

cpuk Hillhonse was with her,
A

ing A cosmibe =
e of pink ro

Mre. W. Witts Sherman
gowned o Dladk velver; which siowed el
to admirable adyvantage som £ hen din-
mopdy whivh tfzmmed -lier corsng

Miss Marie Winthrop was In cretin salin
teimmed with Jace.

1

of vy with

ntin,

wis effoctivels |

et women Ino the briliiant arsetnblage, Her
vown of pale Bl spbin wis coveted with
woowhite wety o wiiech were  appige |
Howers Tn o white  =atin, - She ware din-!
myids anhes Badice dnd in e e, |

Mis, Eloyd Besee was cloil o ercam
gatln with Jace tebmmings dod sore o tiaim
of diamoends. Mise Bryoe wore white ohif-
fon.

Mrs. Freederick Weilzon  was  in white
satin and wore some magnificent Jewsle.

Mrs. A, DL Juilllned’s gows of bisek satin
wits comblned with turquoelse veivet and
spungled with sllver, .

INCIDENTS THAT
‘ESCAPED MANY.

Two Women Fainted—Gen-|
tlemen from the Klon-
dike Were There.

Two women fainieg In
mosphiere  of the Opera
clpse of the first act., One of them recoys!
ered fmaediately on being carrled 1o (e
But a Arlp oA belghbaring|
drug store for snelllng silis was ne

the. stiffing at-
Hopse: &t the;

priari il e,
CRERATY
1o restore the other fo consclousness. Ther
Jaul been standing do the rear of thie or-
cliesten elrele, aml chivaleons gantlonbn of-
fopml St dhee to tlielr esprts, Hut they
wont Doek pluekily o theler nacomfortable
prositions,

I

Wikes the cortain mise tn the frst poet Lt
e ovcupied. Durihg |J|li|
and the acy following the boxes flled)
wp. notll, at the heglnoing ofithe thicd, ihe
whole ¢irele wus p Zurvden of pretty womnen
backed by corréctly dressed men,  Desplte
the late arrlval of the boxholders the r.-s.-ll
off the andienee was Dot annoyed; for rthe|
tardy ones made Thelr entrnces on Liptoe.

hoxes were

#if

T the delight of, those who like 1o hear
A soirg well rendered, Hke o give the dyiger

his or Her mead of applatse and poass on, the | g

first sct, showed that the managenient s
tligpoged to ignore the “encore  fipnds.""
M, Eames vefused to vepeat her first
nuuiber, and’ wits ststdined by o molority
of the audience that quietly blssed the ens
thusinstie Tandclappors.

tmmiediately  following the entriter of
Mme. Fumes  as Jnller amt Mile. Baner-

| oeranred a Inuny bt of =inge

i

i thie. Brogklyn Bridze"

audy Coleronls was dpn of the hinndsai-|

Ewst Thirts-fourth street, will enterfain wt dinne
on  Chiistmas

meister as Gerirnde dn the first acl there

B O S O T ST oo ues

DARS. N\
MERMaN

tJ‘-—___

1

wits ot gencolly olserved.

stnrtsd down the stage. with Mile,

nislster Imaredinie.y h-'-imp! nnd o Hitle 1o Eghipadngh strest, has cavds out for a Lea' thas

eafe W) proclaime) his opinfon of The per
formnce.

“T've nd fault to find with the singing.™

he “sadd, “wor with the genern] ser of the
stpze, wor an the handitug. of the chorns,
bul If 1 had o propoerty . anan thit put up

ag bad A moonas they showed In the hal-
cony seeme Ml oglve bim oa swift plooge off

Youths arrired in ragged ralment anid
adoroed with laege i badges infested the
telghiorhood  of the  Metropolltaw  for
Llocks, lmportngltg sverybody who looked

.JllkP 4 prospoetive opefagaer to buy Jihret-
| tos of the opers ot ent raes,

Tl oL posi=

weke stationed at Forty-secondl stoeer ol
Sixth avendd dod Thirtv-sixth Speoey auil
Broadway, and from those polats there
wore plekel llnes diverglog to Fortleth
street  and . Broadwiy. with skirmishers
#homt every seven feel. The epterprlsing
rson wio  emplozed  them  wndonbtediy

reaped A haryest

wenaring =ults obviblisly
mumle for genecal disiribotion, =logel Buis
o fnoanl shives. paid. saeboiplhinligly
vt archestrad seh b5 thek Ty dud sat Che
sliow ot - ARREr L pefTormfnee ey
mide thelr way 1o the Hote! Rivers,: senght
£osechided corner of the eafe andg =at down
0 ik it over.

CAWhens you e badk th Duesvson, BRI
querhied one,  “will you el Tem thet you
liked 1y2"

. replied fha one addressed as B,
4L rost five dollurs, and 1 don’t know what

Three gentlemen.

Notes of Society.

Mre, Charles D. Dickey, of No 11
-
ny.

Mre. Herminn Oelrichs wlll give her

usual Christmas paty for her jiitis son_ oo Olivds:-
Itins Yy, Thore will ba o hig' tree ladén  with
fprfta and remembranss for the boy and the fem-

11 s Friemdn,

Mrs;, Charies Finney Cax, of Nao. 54
Fast. Sixty-seventl stseef. will gire n reception on
Baturdny. .

Samue] I, Babecock and the Missos
Babrook will entertain a latge dinner pommsny on
Christusin Duy at their home, No, 686 Fifth sve-
Tl
‘M dehn # Drexel will give a danca
at Bherrs’s oo Janiary 2

Cpera suppers promilge to he quite a
fentore, &t Bherry's his Winter and hid fair to be
among the most enjoxable forms of entertainment.

Holly and holly calors are being used
o great deal for decorations of a1l kindz just pow,
Even the baskets whick Thorler ls using {or Clhnst
mas plauts ape either of deep gress or scarlet and
tHell with sidboos €0 matel, .

Mrs, George Crooiker's residenocs will
o tommed with, bolly and, Chnstmas  greeus o«
night, whin ahe =il give ndarge mosicale whicn
will gerve ms oa hpse dearmiog me.  Kimma
Nevada wnd Signor Campouaid will be umong (he
oxitertn i

Mre. Frederic H, Bétts, of No. 22 East
Sbo-fith stveer, will give s roeeption this sfter-
vioon for Ler sou and dunghterdh-Taw, Mr, znd Mrs,
Wallks Hoselter Botis

The Christmas dancd of the juniors
of Uohmnbil University (o0 be giken Kt sSherry's
to-night will be uttendmd by nearly all the Winzer's
debmtauten,

Mrs. Thomas Huger Pratt, of No. 29
Waverley pluce, will give & lurge dinner danee at
Bliorry's to-might for ler daughtor, Miss Hemrietia
Welght, whose éngogément to Count Mereate, of
reece. was annmunced last week.

Mrs. A, Lanfear Norrle will entertain
at dinner this evening,

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Harmon Hend:
cks, o No. 336 Woil Riglitrninth  stroel, will
give & large reeoption this evening

The sécond of the Fortnightly Dances

undor  the patromige of | Ms  Laivis  Livingston
Dhednitetd ?’n b 7 dakes place at the Waldott
Astoria shis wyening.

Mrs, Egbert  Guernsgy and Miss

hnslness that | Guemesy

|
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;ool N ARL Uentral ek South, will' Roger A, Prsor, No. 5 West Siviv-ninth stre~,
Mpw: Eitines| 8ime s reerption thiv evening for Mm. Fis st 2 o'dock
Baner-i  Mis. Henry B. Wilson, of No. Wit Mrs, Frank Msauran, of Providepss,

deonmpeied her two daughiern, aailed op Baly

e

the  Tefl. Mk, Bioirmeistor aceldentally | sffemnoon ?\g:-n__."m Bermmuda, whem thes  will “spend L
sippped on the traln of Mme. Bames® gowin ! Afiss Pinknam will give a “high "7 Lopatl £ o :
Eletee was . halD andible olp o slizht paise | poon™ concert ab Sherrr's to-day, Members' day at .?1-! b!‘l. Ni !.\olal
the melody and  Mlle. Banermelster ottt Schenck will glve the third of :krn h_wll!:f u'.;rd;;':r‘r---u;'::lrl nl:T’: Tr‘::‘l‘ -j;?:‘i?;
leaped backward with :.,.i....r plicrity _|I|:m Hid e plRTRTOH poeiialy i IV UAArs rcitir (B g 'i:-- -;_“—:T,“.._:._I e shaters, ] L
it Wive bevn expectod from the U s 0 e " Berkeley  Lyeeum. 2 ., 1 B
Mirka ? m LTI R nother | = 7 N TR \ Nre, Taura Riddle Green. of No. £0
. l-“. W :!!Jr": I i g A | Mrs. Westervelk, of No. § West Fif- | Madison wsentie, gavo & (aoee lagt_ovening fore e
BEENT IS ltmh streaty will give o reception this aftermoon in | dsughter, Mizs Lanrs Tewkesbticy Green, who minde
S = _f of e tiost ! hiwior of MY and” M. Kendal | fier debtit on Sararday
The stage- munager of oy _. . The ladies interested in the Waomen's Mrs, € 1L Elverion gave: a ‘dinhen
pretentions of the present Brosdway YO+ | pupartment of the -Southers B ¥om, ST Sebel T ra s Kxh Eventia Gt WAt: ARSiatens Mo -36u
dietions sfw the first and second aets of | thie aftecnoon at the home of the meeshlent, M= o End aveumn
the opera. He ndjourned toe o Hvir.'llh-'arincl——- = — —— —_

.
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This Week Open Evenings.

Howard & Co

264 Fifth Avenue

E e
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American Watches
A SPECIALTY.
Choice Holiday Gifts

IN DIAMONDS, RICH JEWELRY, OPERA GLASSES,
SILVERWARE AND MASONIC GOODS.

S. W. Mac DONALD,

Successor to WM, MOIR,

26 WEST 23D STREET,
Opposite Fifthy Abenue Hotel.

.



